By AMS1(AW) Luis Albarracin,
VF-101 Maintenance Department

t wasabeautiful sunny day intheArabian Gulf,

although seaswere abit choppy. On board USS
Dwight D. Eisenhower flight opshad just begun. |
spotted him as| scanned theflight deck for the usual
discrepancies, such asFOD and individualsnot
wearing proper flight-deck gear.

He was a shipmate working on an &ft, starboard
radar platform. Hewas not wearing even the basic
cranial or float coat and was perched on aladder,
washing aradar-feedhorn cover.

Meanwhile, jetsonthefantail wereturning their
enginesand preparing to get into position for launch.
During dl thisflight-deck activity, the Sailor was
camly going about hiswork, obliviousto hisdanger-
oussurroundings. Flight-deck crewmemberstriedto
get hisattentionto tell himto get insidethe skin of the
ship, buttono avail.

Finally, the ship’s safety officer wasableto get
him to moveto asafe position wherejet exhaust
wouldn’t blow the Sailor overboard.

Thisfellow waslucky. Nevertheless, why would
anyonetake chanceswith hishealth or life? Our
unsuspecting Sailor should haverealized afloat coat
would have given him some protection had hefallen
overboard. Hewould a so have worn hearing protec-
tion.

Moreimportantly, he should haveworked onthe
radar during alull inflight ops, not whilethey werein
progress.

Had he thought of ORM, hewould not have put
himself atrisk. >

The author submitted this article while as-
signed to VF-143, embarked in USS Dwight D.
Eisenhower.
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